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MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT � CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

672. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Environment: 

I refer to the article by Robert Taylor in today�s The West Australian, entitled �Faragher still unable to handle 
Woodside issues�. 

(1) When did the minister�s husband acquire his Woodside shares, and why has he not sold them yet? 

(2) Has the minister met with representatives from Woodside, or any Woodside partners, such as BHP 
Billiton, Chevron and Shell, in her capacity as Minister for Environment? 

(3) How many times has an environmental decision involving Woodside been passed from the minister to 
the Minister for Planning, Hon John Day? 

(4) What are the steps involved in the transfer of environmental decisions from the minister to the Minister 
for Planning? 

(5) Who is responsible for administering the process of the transfer of environmental decisions to the 
Minister for Planning? 

The PRESIDENT: Before I call the Minister for Environment, the first part of that question is out of order. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 
Thank you, Mr President, and I thank the member for the question. There continues to be an unhealthy interest in 
my husband. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I know; he is a very good bloke. Anyway, I am very happy to answer a couple of 
elements of this question.  

(1) My husband no longer works for Woodside, for the benefit of those around this house. He held shares 
as part of his employment. He is now in the process of divesting himself of those shares. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon Norman Moore: You are a disgrace at times. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: It is a disgraceful question, I have to say, but I will answer it. 

What was not reported in the paper is that the government and the Premier have said�I agree with this�that, 
although my husband no longer works for Woodside, there would be a period of more than six months in which I 
would not deal with matters surrounding Woodside. That is to make sure that there is no perception of a conflict 
of interest. That decision has been taken by the Premier and the government, and I fully support it. The Premier 
will make the decision about when that changes. 

(2) Apart from my husband, I have not met with any representatives from Woodside. 

Hon Norman Moore: Just be careful you don�t go anywhere near him. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: There could be a problem there. 

I have met with some of the Woodside partners�Chevron, for example�in my capacity as Minister for 
Environment, and there is nothing wrong with that.  

(3) The member will have to ask the Minister for Planning about the number of times an environmental 
decision has been passed from me to the Minister for Planning. 

(4)-(5) On the steps involved in the transfer of environmental decisions, it has been very clear from day one 
that any matters surrounding Woodside are immediately transferred to Hon John Day. A clear process is 
in place. I recall that letters were tabled in this house. They were to the Chairman of the Environmental 
Protection Authority, the Appeals Convenor and the Director General of the Department of 
Environment and Conservation clearly stating that any matters surrounding Woodside would 
automatically be transferred to Hon John Day. As such, they do not come to my office at all�they go 
directly to Hon John Day. It is really quite simple, and I do not see what the member does not 
understand about it.  

 


